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There is enclosed herewith a table setting forth such informa ae 


tion as the Embassy has been able to obtain in recent weeks on anti- 
Communist resistance groups in China. Although Burma has an 800= P 
mile-long border with Communist China, it has proved extremely diffi~ R 
cult to obtain specific data on guerilla activity there. This has 


been due in part to the general lack of such information among the 21909 
Burmese, who appear little interested in Chinese guerilla forces ex~ 
cept those within their own borders; and in part to the difficulty of bs 


extracting such information as Burmese officialdom dees have due to 
their exaggerated suspicions of American collaboration with anti- 
Communist Chinese forces. Moreover, as Burma recognizes the Chinese 
‘Communist regime, pro~MNationalist Chinese coming from Yunnan, especially 


those categories of persons most likely to have detailed knowledge of oo 
guerilla activity, are immediately interned by the Burmese authorities; eng 
or, if they escape official detection, are forced to lie low. Thus, ° 

the Embassy has little opportunity to exploit such sources, Although 5 
ordinary travelers from Yunnan have been frequently interviewed by {7} 
Embassy officers, they have seldom had any specific information on a, 
guerilla activity. Under these circumstances, the gathering of informa~ 3 


tion requested by the Department through normal channels can only pro=- 
duce negligible results, and if more detailed information is needed, 
it should be obtained through some agency having more direct means of 
obtaining it. In the meantime, however, the Embassy will continue to 
gather and report all information on this subject accessible to it. 


In general, anti-Communist guerilla activity in the Yunnan-Burma 
border region appears to be small-scale and to be carried on rather 
sporadically. In fact, travelers from Yunnan say that guerilla activity - 
along the Burma Road has diminished of late. Aside from the group of 
Chinese Nationalist troops in southwestern Kengtung (Burma), guerilla 
forces in the border region are probably not in direct dommunication 
with Taipei, sarnaes indirect liaison seems to be maintained by che? 
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The guerillas, with the possible exception of the group in Kengtung, 
generally live off the land and obtain their supplies of arms either ~ 
.by raids on small Communist units or by purehases from smugglers. 
Some financial suppert is apparently given them by local tribal 
chiefs and big landlords. There have alse been a number of reports: 
that guerilla forces in the Kengtung—Wa States border area have a 
lucrative tie-up with opium smugglers, 


On the basis of the information at hand, the anti-Communist 
guerilla forces in the Burma~Yunnan border region seems to fall inte 
three groups: 1) the apparently well-organized and wellearmed remnants 
of the Nationalist 8th and 26th Armies in southwestern. Kengtung, .2) 
the more loosely organized, banditdominated bands operating along the 
Kengtung-Wa States border, and 3) the forces operating in the area be~ 
tween the Burma Road and the Yunnan-Kachin State Por ses 


The first group constitutes probably the strongest single eos 
force of the Chinese Nationalist Army in the entire border region; and, 
although it is now well within Burmese territory, it could, at any time, 
return to Yunnan and engage in anti-Communist guerilla activity. The 
second group is not well defined, but is apparently composed chiefly of 
local bandit forces, mixed with KMT troops and lecal militia units, 
Elements of these forces frequently penetrate into the Burmese Shan 
States, and most of the information the Embassy has been able to obtain 
on them has been in connection with their activities in the Wa States 
and South Hsenwi, The guerilla forces operating in the vicinity of the 
Yunnan-Kachin State border appear to be the most numerous and to have 
the active support of several Shan and Kachin chieftains, 


Although travelers from Yunnan have frequently stated that anti~ 
Comnunist sentiment is widespread among the people, few Chinese are 
apparently willing to risk their lives in active opposition to Communism. 
Those who are doing so are mostly old~time bandits who have always 
lived by violence, a few remnants of Nationalist troops who find it a 
relatively easy way to make a living, and the personal followers of 
lecal chieftains who have been expelled or have fled from their ances- 
tral land holdings. Thus, there is no evidence that any mass uprising 
has occurred anywhere in the border region. However, the ability of 
even relatively small guerilla units to exist throughout the area — 
indicates that they are getting seme passive support from the populace. 
Moreover, the absence of effective control of Burma's frontiers, which 
permits anti-Communist guerillas to cress mach of the border at will to 
forage for supplies or to escape Communist punitive expeditions, helps 
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to ensure their continued existence. On the other hand, so long as Burma's 
anxiety to maintain friendly relations with Communist China persists, 

the use of Burma as a major base for organizing, equipping, or supplying 
existing or. potential anti-Commmist guerilla ferces in Yunnan is out of 
the question. Thus, the nature of anti~Communist resistance in the border 
region seems unlikely to undergo radical change in the foreseeable future, 
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